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Ancient China Study Guide
The ancient Chinese made contributions that have influenced the present world.
Many inventions of the ancient Chinese are still used today.
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The Great Wall is a remarkable architectural
wonder built in ancient China that still exists today.

The ancient Chinese created their own system of
writing that combined beautifully painted
characters and symbols.

We still use many of the inventions created by
the ancient Chinese, including silk for clothing
and compasses for navigation. Fireworks and
kites were also invented in ancient China to use in
war, but we now use them for entertainment!

People in ancient China adapted to their environment and used their natural resources
to produce goods and services.

The size and location of ancient China has changed over time.

• FARMING: The lush land and temperate climate of China made growing food easy for
farmers. There was fertile soil along the rivers. Farmers also developed a system of terrace farming on
the hilly terrain and learned to grow the most important natural resource in China: rice.

• FISHING: The Huang He River, the Yangtze River, and the seas provided sources for fishing.

• MINING: Mines were dug into the earth to locate natural resources, such as copper and tin,
which melted together to produce bronze. Bronze was used to make capital resources, such as tools,
weapons, and cooking containers and utensils.
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The first Chinese civilizations were
located in eastern Asia and developed
along the Huang He River.

The Chinese empire spread
southward to the Yangtze River.

China includes most of East Asia
westward into the deserts of
Central Asia.
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